
Port Townsend School District Instructional Materials 
Committee Notes 

 
Date: Thursday, September 26, 2019 
Time: 3:30-5:00pm 
Location: 1610 Blaine Street, Gael Stuart Building, Board Room,  Port Townsend, WA 
 
Members:  Dr. John Polm, Sandy Gessner, Connie Welch, Laura Tucker, Lisa Condran, Tina 
Giulvezan, Virginia Grace, Daniel Molotsky, Rich Durr, Rebecca, Jim Emery 
Attending: Rich Durr, Daniel Molotsky, Lisa Condran, Virginia Grace, Joy Wentzel, Rebecca, 
and Sandy  
 
 
AGENDA TOPICS 

1. Welcome Back!  
a. Reflection from reading articles: I used to think...., but now I think...  
b. Each member had a chance to reflect on the articles or their experience from the 

IMC last year 
2. Purpose of IMC from Board Policy 

a. Policy:Policy 
i. Highlights: ongoing process,  
ii. IMC makes a recommendation to the board for adoption,  
iii. Provide for regular review of each content within ten years, 
iv.  Different definitions for different types of instructional materials 

b. Procedure:Procedure 
i. Highlights: There is  good criteria that is laid out, scientific/evidence 

based, etc.,  that should be common knowledge, when our students’ 
needs aren’t being met that should trigger the work of adoption process 

ii. And we are responsible for monitoring!  
iii. Roles and responsibilities 

c. Goals for this year:  
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Jbw4YpGAsWnvCidirAEUcXhneIS
9mkuoLdq9WJ9UPF8/edit?usp=sharing 
IMC Members reviewed the document and provided input on which of the 
goals for this year are the most important that the committee should 
maintain focus on 
Members input: 
Vetting of tech components for curriculum 
 

 



3. Research on the role of High Quality Instructional Materials: a. 
https://www.achieve.org/files/IMResearch2.0.pdf 
3 Reasons Materials Matter 
Why Materials Matter 
 

4. New Social Studies Standards: WA State Social Studies Standards 
a. Review of Since Time Immemorial Curriculum Adoption 2017-18: 

http://www.k12.wa.us/IndianEd/TribalSovereignty/ 
b. How might we support the STI and new WA SSS Standards 

i. October 18th day- provide guiding questions for teams to engage in STI 
since the website is not user friendly.  

ii. Where does the STI show up in each grade?  
1. Could we chunk it up so that our staff understands the role they 

play in bringing STI to our students?  
iii. Continue to focus on the local connections 
iv. The Connection to Place Based Learning Projects 
v. School libraries as resource 
vi. Developing list of local speakers to come to grade levels 
vii. Is there OSPI Professional Learning?  
viii. Could we bring the SS Team together for one day to review the standards 

or participate in OSPI PL?  
1. Break down the SS standards into priority standards 
2. Could the secondary SS teachers also help the elementary 

teachers learn about the SS Standards 
3. Could the ELA Teachers and SS Teachers come together to learn 

and plan together. 
ix. Inventory what standards are already being taught by whom and when?  

1. PLanning document for the year.  
 

5. Secondary Math: Carnegie Implementation 2019-20 
 

6. Human Growth and Development Implementation 2019-20 
a. Lois Sherwood piloted the new extended 5-12 HG&D 

i. OCEAN was covered by community agency- Dove House  
b. This year each teacher at appointed grade level and content  

 
7. Middle School Science Pilot Update 

a. IQWST 
b. Amplify 
c. OER 

 
8. ELA Instructional Materials Research for Elementary 

a. Time to convene an ELA Workgroup at Salish/OCEAN?  



b. K-3 or K-5?  
c. Book Study or Article Study (The Five Components of an ELA Program)  
d. For Bridges adoption, we subbed out teachers and engaged them in smaller 

groups 
i. We could run a day or two with small teams of teachers learning from the 

foundational materials we studied last year.  
e. OSPI Resource: OSPI ELA Menu Appendix B 

 
9. Instructional Materials Matrix Review 

 
10. Good of the Order 

 
11. Adjournment 

 
 
 A curriculum is not effective on its own. It requires teachers who understand it and use 
it with intentionality and professional judgment. This means teachers who know the 
curriculum and their students well. It also means teachers who have the time and 
support to hone their practice collaboratively in a way that brings the curriculum alive 
and advances student learning (Wiener & Pimentel, 2017). 
 
 
Next time:  
Adoption protocol -Appendix from Board Policy 
Adoption cycle 
Materials Matrix 
*Daniel’s reaction to the article review on Instructional Materials 
How to move forward with ELA Research? That is the homework for the team before the next 
meeting.  


